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The law of evidence, also known as the rules of evidence, encompasses the rules and legal principles that
govern the proof of facts in a legal proceeding.These rules determine what evidence must or must not be
considered by the trier of fact in reaching its decision. The trier of fact is a judge in bench trials, or the jury in
any cases involving a jury.
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Australasian Legal Information Institute (AustLII), a joint facility of UTS and UNSW Faculties of Law.
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Evidence, broadly construed, is anything presented in support of an assertion. This support may be strong or
weak. The strongest type of evidence is that which provides direct proof of the truth of an assertion. At the
other extreme is evidence that is merely consistent with an assertion but does not rule out other,
contradictory assertions, as in circumstantial evidence.
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5 BACKGROUND The development of Model Policies for Law Enforcement in Maryland was examined by
the Police Training Commission in the early 1990's as it considered the long term goals of the Commission.
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